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Konu : Yaban Hayatı için Birliktelik Derneği Ulaştırma 

Görev Gücü Mart 2021 Bülteni

Sirküler No: 259

Sayın Üyemiz,

Uluslararası Deniz Ticaret Odası (ICS) tarafından gönderilen 2 Mart 2021 tarihli ve 
MC(21)20 sayılı yazıda, "Yaban Hayatı için Birliktelik (United for Wildlife) Derneği Ulaştırma 
Görev Gücü" tarafından hazırlanan, yasa dışı yaban hayatı ticareti konularına yer verilen ve bilmesi 
gereken prensibi kapsamında yayımı ve değerlendirilmesi talep edilen bülten Ek'te sunulmaktadır.

 
Bilgilerinize arz/rica ederim.

Saygılarımla,
 

İsmet SALİHOĞLU
Genel Sekreter 

Ek:ICS Yazısı ve Yaban Hayatı için Birliktelik Bülteni (8 sayfa)

Dağıtım:
Gereği:
- Tüm Üyeler (WEB sayfası ve e-posta ile)
- İMEAK DTO Şube ve Temsilcilikleri
- Türk Armatörler Birliği
- S.S. Gemi Armatörleri Motorlu Taşıyıcılar Kooperatifi
- Gemi, Yat ve Hizmetleri İhracatçıları Birliği
- VDAD (Vapur Donatanları ve Acenteleri Derneği)
- KOSDER (Koster Armatörleri ve İşletmecileri Derneği)
- GBD Gemi Brokerleri Derneği
- ROFED (Kabotaj Hattı Ro-Ro ve Feribot İşletmecileri 
Derneği)
- DEM-BİR (Deniz Ürünleri Avcıları Üreticileri Merkez 
Birliği)
- UTİKAD (Uluslararası Taşımacılık ve Lojistik Hizmet 
Üretenleri Derneği)
- Türk Uzakyol Gemi Kaptanları Derneği

Bilgi:
- Yönetim Kurulu Başkan ve Üyeleri
- İMEAK DTO Meslek Komite Başkanları

Evrak Tarihi ve Sayısı: 08.03.2021-761 c1



International Chamber of Shipping Limited. Registered in England No. 2532887 at the above address  

 

38 St Mary Axe London EC3A 8BH 
 

Tel +44 20 7090 1460 
Fax +44 20 7090 1484 

 
info@ics-shipping.org | ics-shipping.org | shipping-facts.com  

 

 

 

This Circular and its attachments (if any) are confidential to the intended recipient and may be privileged. 
If you are not the intended recipient, you should contact ICS and must not make any use of it. 

    

2 March 2021                                                                                  MC(21)20 
 

 

TO: MARINE COMMITTEE 
Copy: All Members and Associate Members (for information) 
  
UNITED FOR WILDLIFE TRANSPORT TASKFORCE BULLETIN 
 
Action Required: members are requested to distribute the attached Transport 
Taskforce Bulletin to their member shipowner companies for their information. 
 
As members will be aware and further to ICS Circular BOARD(15)44 as a signatory to the 
declaration on illegal wildlife trafficking ICS will distribute the bulletins produced by United 
for Wildlife to all members. 
 
The latest Transport taskforce bulletin is self-explanatory and is attached as an annex to 
this circular for member shipping companies’ information. 
 
 
Chris Oliver 
Nautical Director 
 

 
Annex A – UNITED FOR WILDLIFE TRANSPORT TASKFORCE BULLETIN  

mailto:info@ics-shipping.org
http://www.ics-shipping.org/
http://www.shipping-facts.com/


 

 
 

 
 

 

1 March 2021 

   

 

Announcements 

  

5th ANNIVERSARY OF THE UfW TASKFORCES: We’re pleased to highlight that 

March marks the five-year anniversary of the United for Wildlife Taskforces, with the 

historic signing of the Buckingham Palace Declaration – first signed on 15th March 

2016. To celebrate the game-changing collective impact we have made together in 

combatting global wildlife trafficking, United for Wildlife will be producing and sending 

out media resources to all Transport and Financial Taskforce members. In addition, 

on 15th March 2021, the UfW social media and comms channels will be highlighting 

the successes of its Taskforce members, which we hope as many of you will support 

on your own channels. More details to follow. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: Thank you to all of our members and partners who contributed to the 

success of the first episode of our new 'Uniting for Wildlife' webinar series. We invite 

everyone to join us for Episode #2, "Poaching: The Means to an End" on Wednesday, 

31 March 2021 @ 1300 UK.  Register now 

 

 

  

 

CONTENTS 

 

1) Taking Action: Public-private partnership against wildlife trafficking paying dividends 

in Nigeria. Taskforce commentary on financial sector developments. New partner 

podcast on bringing wildlife traffickers to justice.  

 

2) New Taskforce Alerts on wildlife trafficking in the contested Kashmir region of India, 

corrupt shipping agents in Nigeria, and the convergence of cyber crime, money 

laundering, and wildlife trafficking with the online donkey skin trade. 

 

3) Convergence Report on wildlife trafficking overlaps with corruption and kleptocracy, 

cyber crime, narcotics, and pandemic / zoonotic disease risk. 

 

4) Red flags and what to look for, from recent open sources and Taskforce analysis. 

 

 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funitedforwildlife.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D36bb9ba83c68595392655c2fe%26id%3D35541a731a%26e%3Dfa47f12e8b&data=04%7C01%7Cchris.oliver%40ics-shipping.org%7Cc42c247b4c844f96625808d8dcf17bd3%7C2741b7d3017f4b0ba567b9f702ab9cab%7C1%7C1%7C637502277005543809%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YFBwAbV5ZGksorAYXqvT4Yrw%2BqR81WchakafnGVhciQ%3D&reserved=0


 

  

 

TAKING ACTION 
News, success stories, and best practice from Taskforce members and partners 

 

 

 

 Major Seizure and Arrest in Nigeria: On 21 January, Nigeria customs authorities in 

Lagos Apapa port seized a total of 8.8 metric tons of illegal elephant ivory, pangolin scales, 

and various body parts of endangered wildlife species. The seized container was destined 

for Vietnam and declared as a shipment of furniture. A local shipping agent, Felix ONAME, 

was subsequently arrested in connection to the seizure. The seizure and post-seizure 

investigation were the result of cooperation between Nigerian and international law 

enforcement, supported by relevant UfW Transport Taskforce partners and member 

companies.  More information here. 

 

 Taskforce Commentary on new Egmont report & EU 6th Anti-Money Laundering 

Directive (6AMLD): Chair of the UfW Financial Taskforce David Fein and UfW Head of 

Intelligence Tim Wittig commented on countering wildlife trafficking in context of new 

European Union measures that makes environmental crime a predicate for money 

laundering, as well as the recent ECOFEL report "Financial Investigations into Wildlife 

Crime." Read full article  

 

Podcast - 'Bringing Wildlife Traffickers to Justice:' In-depth discussion on the This 

Wild Life Conservation Podcast of the complexity of global wildlife trafficking and the role 

United for Wildlife Taskforce members and partners are playing to dismantle the trade. 

Listen Here 
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We'd like to hear your story! Submit your company's success stories to your Taskforce points of contact, listed at the end of 

the Bulletin  

 

 

 

  

 

INTELLIGENCE UPDATE 
Latest wildlife trafficking threat and convergence trends 

 

 

 

 

LATEST TASKFORCE ALERTS 

 

 Illicit wildlife trafficking networks in Jammu and Kashmir region, India: Wildlife 

trafficking syndicates operating in the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir, which borders 

China and Pakistan in the Himalayan mountains, are increasingly servicing supply chains for 

Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) and European luxury goods. FULL ALERT 

 

 Corrupt shipping agents facilitate wildlife trafficking networks from Nigeria: Corrupt 

shipping agents – customs brokers, freight forwarders, clearing agents, et – based in and 

around Apapa Port in Lagos, Nigeria are key risks in relation to facilitating the movement of 

large volumes of illegal wildlife from Africa to Asia. FULL ALERT 

 

 Online trade in donkey skins and hides converges with cyber crime, narcotics, money 

laundering, and global wildlife trafficking: The illicit online trade in donkey skins in Africa 

converges with transnational wildlife trafficking networks, and is likely being used as both a 

trade-based money laundering vehicle and a concealment for illegal wildlife products. Current 

evidence indicates that the illegal donkey skin trade also converges with cyber crimes, in 

particular wire fraud, cyber fraud, and the online trade of illegal goods. FULL ALERT  
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CONVERGENCE REPORT  

 CORRUPTION / INSIDER THREATS: Corrupt officers, diplomats and prosecutors – inside Asia’s 

deadly rhino horn market The Independent (UK) 

 CORRUPTION / KLEPTOCRACY: How corruption in Zimbabwe’s justice system is helping wildlife 

traffickers get off scot free Oxpckers 

 CYBER CRIME: How Instagram Celebrities Promote Dubai's Underground Animal Trade 

Bellingcat 

 NARCOTICS / KLEPTOCRACY: One Party, Many Crimes: The Case of Honduras’ National Party InSight 

Crime 

 PANDEMIC / ZOONOTIC DISEASE: How loopholes in China’s animal protection law risk new virus 

outbreaks The Independent (UK) 

 

 

 

  

 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 
Actionable red flags & indicators of suspicious activity, compiled from recent open sources and 

Taskforce Alerts 

 

 

 

Country Risk  

 Source: Benin; Botswana; Burkina Faso; Cabo Verde; Cameroon; Chad; Cote d'Ivoire; Egypt; 

the Gambia; Ghana; Guinea; Guinea-Bissau; India; Kenya; Liberia; Mali; Niger; Nigeria; Poland; 

Senegal; Sierra Leone; South Africa; Tibet; Togo; and Uganda 

 Transit: Cambodia, Malaysia, India, Pakistan; South Korea, Singapore, Spain 

 Demand: China; China (Hong Kong); Switzerland; Vietnam 

Specific High-Risk Geographies  
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 India: Anantnag; Manwal 

 Nigeria: Lagos port 

 Switzerland: Bern; St Moritz 

Client Risk (corporates)  

 Animal hide exporters and abattoirs, especially those beneficially owned by Chinese nationals 

operating in or via source countries. 

 Businesses that trade or advertise donkey skins online, especially from countries with 

relevant trade prohibitions or restrictions. 

 Luxury retailers, hotels marketing and sales of shahtoosh shawls 

 Suspicious activity related to Nigeria-based logistics, clearing agents, customs brokers, 

freight forwarders, and other shipping agents, in particular those with a prior history of being 

linked to seized illegal wildlife shipments or criminal investigations 

 Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) businesses marketing 'ejao' and/or donkey products 

 Traditional Chinese Medicine manufactures, suppliers, retailers marketing products from 

leopards, bears, and/or Himalayan species 

Client Risk (persons)  

 India: activity related to recently arrested wildlife traffickers in Jammu and Kashmir region named 

in adverse media. 

 Nigeria: activity related to recently arrested facilitators of wildlife trafficking in / around Lagos port 

named in adverse media 

Transaction Risk  

 Keywords: 'ejao'; 'shahtoosh'; 'toosh' 

 Payments to online vendors with a record of advanced fee fraud or non-delivery scams. 

 Illogically large payments to online vendors of donkey skins or related products. 

Commodity Risk  
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 Agricultural products: seeds, nuts, sisal fibers 

 Medical equipment 

 Furniture 

 Animal products: Donkey skins, shahtoosh or other exotic Himalayan wools, bear bile, leopard 

parts (including bones and skins), musk pods and/or traditional medicinal products made from 

them 

Investor Risk  

 Investments related to donkey skin and other animal hide traders 

 Investments in Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) manufacturers that produce or deal in 

donkey skins, or related products. 

 Investments in Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) products which include or are marketed 

to include parts from leopards, bears, and/or Himalayan species 

 Investments in luxury goods manufacturers or suppliers trading in shahtoosh or other exotic 

Himalayan wools 
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About 

United for Wildlife Taskforce Intelligence Bulletins are joint 

monthly advisories for both Buckingham Palace and 

Mansion House Declaration Signatories on issues of high 

concern related to wildlife trafficking and the finance and 

transport sector, and are a core output of the Taskforce 

Information Sharing System.  

 

Sharing 

United for Wildlife Taskforce Bulletins are for limited 

distribution within the transport, finance, and law 

enforcement sectors only and should not be released 

publicly. We encourage you however to share these 

Bulletins with colleagues from within the finance and 

transport industries or law enforcement who may find them 

useful.  

 

Disclaimer 

This Bulletin is provided for information purposes only. The 

Taskforce has high confidence in the analysis and findings 

presented in this bulletin unless otherwise noted, and while 

every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy of this 

information, no warranty is made on the accuracy or 

reliability of this information. Any and all company or 

individual decisions and the consequences of those 

decisions made based on or informed by this information 

are the sole responsibility of the persons and organizations 

making such decisions. 

 

Contact 

For questions or additional data/analysis relevant to this 

alert, please reply to this message or contact your relevant 

United for Wildlife Taskforce points of contact: 

- Mr. Rob Campbell (robert.campbell@royalfoundation.com), 

Program Manager 

- Dr. Tim Wittig (timothy.wittig@unitedforwildlife.org), Head 

of Intelligence & Analysis 

- Dr. Tricia Raxter (praxter@focusedconservation.org), Senior 

Analyst  
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