
 

ANNEX VII 

Special rules for certain categories of persons 

1. Heads of State 

By way of derogation from Article 6 and Articles 8 to 14, Heads of State and the members of their delegation, 
whose arrival and departure have been officially announced through diplomatic channels to the border guards, may 
not be subject to border checks. 

2. Pilots of aircraft and other crew members 

2.1. By way of derogation from Article 6 the holders of a pilot’s licence or a crew member certificate as provided for in 
Annex 9 to the Civil Aviation Convention of 7 December 1944 may, in the course of their duties and on the basis 
of those documents: 

(a) embark and disembark in the stop-over airport or the airport of arrival situated in the territory of a Member 
State; 

(b) enter the territory of the municipality of the stop-over airport or the airport of arrival situated in the territory of 
a Member State; 

(c) go, by any means of transport, to an airport situated in the territory of a Member State in order to embark on 
an aircraft departing from that same airport. 

In all other cases, the requirements provided for by Article 6(1) shall be fulfilled. 

2.2. Articles 7 to 14 shall apply to checks on aircraft crew members. Wherever possible, priority will be given to checks 
on aircraft crews. Specifically, they will be checked either before passengers or at special locations set aside for the 
purpose. By way of derogation from Article 8, crews known to staff responsible for border controls in the 
performance of their duties may be subject to random checks only. 

3. Seamen 

By way of derogation from Articles 5 and 8, Member States may authorise seamen holding a seafarer’s identity 
document issued in accordance with the International Labour Organization (ILO) Seafarers’ Identity Documents 
Convention No 108 (1958) or No 185 (2003), the Convention on Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic 
(FAL Convention) and the relevant national law, to enter the territory of the Member States by going ashore to stay 
in the area of the port where their ships call or in the adjacent municipalities, or exit the territory of the Member 
States by returning to their ships, without presenting themselves at a border crossing point, on condition that they 
appear on the crew list, which has previously been submitted for checking by the competent authorities, of the ship 
to which they belong. 

However, on the basis of an assessment of the risks of internal security and illegal immigration, seamen shall be 
subject to a check in accordance with Article 8 by the border guards before they go ashore. 

4. Holders of diplomatic, official or service passports and members of international organisations 

4.1. In view of the special privileges or immunities they enjoy, the holders of diplomatic, official or service passports 
issued by third countries or their Governments recognised by the Member States, as well as the holders of 
documents issued by the international organisations listed in point 4.4 who are travelling in the course of their 
duties, may be given priority over other travellers at border crossing points even though they remain, where 
applicable, subject to the requirement for a visa. 

By way of derogation from Article 6(1)(c), persons holding those documents shall not be required to prove that 
they have sufficient means of subsistence.
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